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Nov.  25, 92 

Attention:  Karen  Kelly 

Dia  Ait  Center 

"Proposed  symposium  at  Dia  Art  Center” 

THE  SECOND  INTERNATIONAL  ECO  TEC  FORUM 
NEW  YORK  -  APRIL  1993 

Organized  by  The  Storefront  for  Ait  and  Architecture  -  New  York 
In  collaboration  with  Dia  Art  Center  and  the  Universite  de  Corse  -  France 

Organizing  committee:  Kyong  Park,  Shirin  Neshat,  Amerigo  Manas,  Gianfranco  Mantegna,  Helen 
Nagge,  Leslie  Sherr,  Jean-Pierre  Yemet  and  Roy  Pelletier. 

The  second  Eco  Tec  Forum  follows  the  one  held  in  Morsiglia,  Corsica,  Sept.  1-7, 1992. 

The  theme  of  this  conference  :  The  Ecology  of  the  Artificial 

New’  York  in  the  20th  century  has  been  the  city  of  cities  --  a  paradigm  of  the  modem  urban  condition. 
It  has  served  as  a  benchmark  against  which  all  other  cities  measure  themselves.  Eco  Tec  New  York, 
the  second  Eco  Tec  forum  organized  by  The  Storefront  for  Art  and  Architecture ,  will  explore  the 
relationship  between  ecology  and  technology  as  the  most  powerful  forces  shaping  our  world  today. 

In  particular,  Eco  Tec  New  York  will  look  at  how  ecology,  which  concerns  the  duration  of  human 
existence,  and  technology,  which  advances  the  means  of  human  development,  pertain  to  Manhattan 
as  an  island.  The  forum's  goal  is  to  encourage  a  new  symbiosis  between  ecology  and  technology  as  a 
means  of  shaping  a  more  diverse  and  equitable  world. 

Eco  Tec  New  York  will  bring  together  a  unique  interdisciplinary  group  of  architects,  artists, 
designers,  scientists,  urban  planners,  developers,  and  social  critics.  Prospective  participants  include 
Ove  Arup  (engineers),  Mel  Chin  (artist),  Neil  Denari  (architect),  Andrew  Ross  (social  critic),  and 
Richard  Kahn  (developer). 
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The  current  cultured  climate  forecasts  the  emergence  of  a  new  city,  one  which  asks  its  inhabitants  to 
transform  problematic  conditions  --  decaying  infrastructures,  inadequate  waste  disposal,  an  excess  of 
non-renewable  resources,  a  disenfranchised  ethnic  population  and  general  neglect  --  into  renewable 
assets. 

As  the  millenium  approaches,  the  need  to  analyze  the  complex  realities  of  our  urban  context  and 
encourage  proposals  which  address  its  specific  needs  is  more  relevant  than  ever.  In  response,  Eco 
Tec  New  York:  The  Ecology  of  the  Artificial  will  address  these  needs  within  the  context  of  the 
artificial  -  a  multi-layered  environment  composed  of  built  stratifications,  diverse  technologies, 
and  revised  cultural  and  social  agendas.  In  an  effort  to  move  beyond  theoretical  discourse  and  arrive 
at  concrete  solutions,  presentations  and  follow-up  discussions  will  focus  on  the  implementation  of 
new  models  and  building  materials.  Special  attention  will  be  paid  to  cross-disciplinary  collaboration 
between  designers  and  manufacturers  of  innovative,  ecotogically^ound  materials  concerned  with  the 
sustainable  development  of  a  new  urban  landscape. 

The  new  architectural  discourse  includes  taking  a  hard  took  at  ways  to  resolve  current  issues  and 
problems  in  architecture,  specifically  environmental  responsibility  and  the  appropriate  application  of 
innovative  technologies .  A  serious  critical  assessment  of  our  current  position  in  the  history  of 
architecture  has  been  necessary  for  a  tong  time.  Not  since  the  founding  of  Modernism  (from  the 
conference  at  Sarxaz  Castle  to  the  later  formulation  of  the  Athens  Charter  by  CIAM)  has  an  indepth 
appraisal  of  the  profession’s  historical  position  occurred. 

This  two  day  event  will  be  documented  through  photographic,  audio  and  video  media.  A  special  issue 
of  REPORTS,  the  international  quarterly  of  The  Storefront  for  Art  and  Architecture .  will  document 
select  portions  of  the  forum.  As  in  the  past,  extensive  print  coverage  by  specialized  and  general 
interest  media  is  expected. 

Please  addresse  all  inquiries  to:  Amerigo  Manas 

The  Storefront  for  Art  and  Architecture 

97  Kenmare  Street 
New  York,  NY  10012 
tel.  212-431-5795 
fax  212-  431-5755 


ECO  TEC  New  Tort:  The  Ecology  of  the  Artificial  Program 


Day  I 

Session  A:  Manhattan  --  The  Built  and  the  Unbuilt 
Establishing  a  set  of  new  priorities 

Special  Session  on  Corsica/Manhattan  -  Two  islands  at  the  extremes. 

Session  B :  Manhattan  --  Topology  of  an  Island 

Environmental  conditions  specific  to  Manhattan.  Waterways,  Rocks,  Air  Columns,  Parks,  Rifts. 
Day  II 

Session  A.  Manhattan-- A  Body 

Brain,  nervous  system,  heart,  veins,  cavities,  skin ... 

Special  session  on  Media-  Manhattan  as  a  Meta-City 

Session  B :  Manhattan  -  A  Climate 

A  city  composed  of  racial,  cultural,  sexual,  political  micro-climates. 


Prospective  Participants  (In  progress): 

Ove  Arup,  environmental  engineers;  Jacques  Attali,  philosopher;  John  Balseik,  architect;  Murrey 
Bookchin,  writer;  Piene  Chaubon,  European  politician;  Mel  Chin,  artist;  Beatrice  Colombia,  writer; 
Manuel  de  Landa,  critic  and  filmmaker;  Neil  Denari,  architect;  Agnes  Denes,  artist;  Robert  Ferrone, 
engineer;  Future  Systems,  architects;  Jean  Gardner,  writer;  Albert  Gore,  Jr.,  Vice  Presidentelect; 
Chuck  Hoberman,  engineer;  Richard  Kahan,  urban  developer;  Shawn  Lovejoy,  physicist;  Jean-Paul 
Marcheschi,  artist;  Enrique  Miralles,  architect;  Paul  McCready,  inventor;  Jean  Nouvel,  architect; 
Renzo  Piano,  architect;  Antoine  Predock,  architect;  Richard  Rogers,  architect;  Andrew  Ross,  critic; 
Elaine  Scarry,  writer;  Bart  Yoorsanger,  architect;  James  Wines,  architect. 
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PRESS-RELEASE  FOR  LISTINGS 

Storefront  for  Art  and  Architecture  and  Dia  Center  for  the  Arts  are 
pleased  to  announce  the  following  Conference: 

Title:  ECO-TEC  New  York  -  The  Ecology  of  the  Artificial 

Topic:  The  second  ECO-TEC  International  Forum  will  explore  the 
relationship  between  two  of  the  most  powerful  forces  shaping  our 
world:  ecology,  which  determines  the  duration  of  living  existence, 
and  technology,  which  creates  its  means.  Special  focus  will  be  on 
Manhattan  as  an  island.  The  forum's  goal  is  to  encourage  a  new 
symbiosis  between  ecology  and  technology  as  a  means  of  shaping  a 
more  diverse  and  equitable  world.  ECO-TEC  New  York  will  bring 
together  a  unique  interdisciplinary  group  of  architects,  artists, 
designers,  engineers,  scientists,  urban  planners,  developers  and  social 
critics. 

Panelists  include:  Murrey  Bookchin,  Mel  Chin,  Manuel  de  Landa, 

Neil  Denari,  Future  Systems,  Jean  Gardner,  Gregory  Hodkinson, 
Richard  Kahan,  Eric  Kiviat,  Sanford  Kwinter,  Shaun  Lovejoy,  Andrew 
Ross,  Tod  Williams  &  Billie  Tsien  and  James  Wines  and  others. 

Date:  April  24-25,  1993  12-6  PM 

Location:  Dia  Center  for  the  Arts,  548  West  22nd  St.,  New  York 

For  Further  information  please  contact  Shirin  Neshat  at  Storefront  for 
Art  and  Architecture  TEL  212-431-5795 


ECO-TEC  International  Forum  II,  New  York 
"Ecology  of  the  Artificial" 

April  24-25,  1995 
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Location:  Dia  Center  for  the  Arts,  548  West  22nd  Street 
Saturday,  April  24,  12-6  pm 
Sunday,  April  25,  12-6  pm 
Admission:  $10  each  day 

For  reservations  or  information  call:  2 12-451-5795 

Storefront  for  Art  &  Architecture  and  Dia  Center  for  the  Arts 

Present  the  second  ECO-TEC  International  forum  "Ecology  of  the  Artificial". 
This  two  day  conference  will  continue  an  on-going  exploration  of  the 
relationship  between  two  of  the  most  powerful  forces  shaping  our  world 
today:  ecology,  which  determines  the  duration  of  living  existence,  and 
technology,  which  creates  the  means  of  human  existence.  The  forum’s  goal  is 
to  encourage  a  new  symbiosis  between  ecology  and  technology  as  a  means  of 
shaping  a  more  diverse  and  equitable  world. 

New  York  in  the  20th  century  has  been  the  city  of  cities  —  a  paradigm  of  the 
modern  urban  condition."Ecology  of  the  Artificial"  will  specifically  focus  on 
Manhattan  as  an  island  yet  defined  by  an  extreme  set  of  urban  conditions. 

The  current  cultural  climate  forecasts  the  emergence  of  a  new  city,  one 
which  asks  its  inhabitants  to  transform  problematic  conditions  —  decaying 
infrastructures,  inadequate  waste  disposal,  an  excess  of  non -renewable 
resources,  a  disenfranchised  ethnic  population  and  general  neglect  —  into 
renewable  assets.  As  the  millenium  approaches,  the  need  to  analyze  the 
complex  realities  of  our  urban  context  and  encourage  proposals  which 
address  its  specific  needs  is  more  relevant  than  ever.  In  response,  "Ecology 
of  the  Artificial"  will  address  these  needs  within  the  context  of  a  multi¬ 
layered,  man-made  environment  composed  of  tangible  built  forms,  diverse 
technologies,  and  layers  of  cultural,  theoretical  discourse.  Presentations  and 


follow-up  discussions  will  focus  on  potentially  new  models  of  cross = 
disciplinary  collaboration  for  innovative,  ecologically -sound  solutions  and 
informed  critiques  concerned  with  the  sustainable  development  of  a  new 
urban  landscape. 

Specific  urban  sites  which  merit  critical  appraisal  will  be  considered 
emphasizing  the  appropriate  application  of  innovative  technologies.  The  city 
as  an  evolving,  living  organism -or  ecology-  will  also  be  considered. 

TOPICS: 

Manhattan  —  The  Built  Environment:  Establishing  a  set  of  new 

priorities,  forms,  and  methods  of  building 

Topology  of  an  Island:  Environmental,  urban  conditions  specific  to 
Manhattan  —  Waterways,  Rocks,  Air  Columns,  Parks,  Rifts 

Manhattan  —  A  Climate:  The  city  composed  of  racial,  cultural,  sexual,  and 
political  micro-climates 

The  Artificial  Body —Technology:  Articulation  and  dynamics  of  the  city 
as  a  living  body,  from  theory  of  chaos  to  Eco-Technology 

ECO -TEC  International  Forum  II  will  bring  together  a  unique 
interdisciplinary  group  of  architects,  artists,  designers,  scientists,  urban 
planners,  developers,  and  social  critics. 

Panelists  include: 

Murray  Bookchin:  Author,  Ecology  of  Freedom 

Pierre  Chaubon:  President,  European  Commission  for  the  Environment 

Mel  Chin:  Artist 

Manuel  de  Landa:  Filmmaker  and  Author,  War  In  the  Age  of  Intelligent 
Machines 

Neil  Denari.  Architect 

Jean  Gardner:  Author,  Urban  Wilderness  -  Nature  In  New  York  City 
Richard  Kahan:  Executive  Chairman  of  Riverside  South  Planning 
Corporation 

Jan  Kaplicky  and  Amanda  Levete:  Principal  architects.  Future  Systems 


Erik  Kiviat:  Ecologist  with  a  special  interest  in  wetlands.  Director  and  co¬ 
founder  of  Hudsonia  Ltd.,  Bard  College  Field  Station 
Sanford  Kwinter:  Editor,  Zone  Books 
Shaun  Lovejoy:  Physicist,  McGill  University  of  Montreal 
Richard  Plunz:  Director  of  Urban  Design  Program,  Columbia  University 
Madadev  Raman:  Mechanical  engineer,  Ove  Arup  and  Partners 
Andrew  Ross:  Cultural  critic  and  author.  Strange  Weather 
Mark  Wigley:  Architect,  author 
Tod  Williams  and  Billie  Tsien:  Architects 
James  Wines:  Principal,  SITE  architects 

Organizing  committee:  Amerigo  Marras,  Helen  Nagge,  Shirin  Neshat, 
Kyong  Park,  Gianfranco  Mantegna,  Leslie  Sherr,  and  Karen  Kelly  of  the  DIA 
Center  for  the  Arts. 
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International  Forum 


New  York  in  the  20th  century  has  been 
the  city  of  cities  --  a  paradigm  of  the 
modern  urban  condition.  ECO-TEC 
New  York,  the  second  ECO-TEC 
International  Forum  organized  by  The 
Storefront  for  Art  and  Architecture,  will 
explore  the  relationship  between  two 
of  the  most  powerful  forces  shaping 
our  world:  ecology,  which  determines 
the  duration  of  living  existence,  and 
technology,  which  creates  its  means. 
Special  focus  will  be  on  Manhattan  as 
an  island.  The  forum's  goal  is  to 
encourage  a  new  symbiosis  between 
ecology  and  technology  as  a  means  of 
shaping  a  more  diverse  and  equitable 
world.  ECO-TEC  New  York  will  bring 
together  a  unique  interdisciplinary 
group  of  architects,  artists,  designers, 
scientists,  urban  planners,  developers, 
and  social  critics. 

A  project  in  collaboration  with  Dia  Art  Center  -  New  York 
and  the  Universite  de  Corse  -  France. 
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The  current  cultural  climate  forecasts  the  emergence  of  a 
new  city,  one  which  asks  its  inhabitants  to  transform 
problematic  conditions  ~  decaying  infrastructures, 
inadequate  waste  disposal,  an  excess  of  non-renewable 
resources,  a  disenfranchised  ethnic  population  and 
general  neglect  —  into  renewable  assets. 

As  the  millenium  approaches,  the  need  to  analyze  the 
complex  realities  of  our  urban  context  and  encourage 
proposals  which  address  its  specific  needs  is  more 
relevant  than  ever.  In  response,  ECO-TEC  New  York  will 
address  these  needs  within  the  context  of  the  artificial  — 
a  multi-layered  environment  composed  of  built 
stratifications,  diverse  technologies,  and  theoretical 
discourse.  Presentations  and  follow-up  discussions  will 
focus  on  potential  new  models.  Special  attention  will  be 
paid  to  cross-disciplinary  collaboration  for  innovative, 
ecologically-sound  proposals  and  critiques  concerned 
with  the  sustainable  development  of  a  new  urban 
landscape. 

One  method  for  structuring  the  discourse  is  to  consider 
specific  urban  sites  which  merit  critical  appraisal  with  a 
responsibility  to  the  appropriate  application  of  innovative 
technologies.  Another  method  is  to  consider  the  city  as  a 
living  organism  and  as  an  ecology.  We  suggest  : 

Manhattan  —  The  Built  and  the  Unbuilt 

Establishing  a  set  of  new  priorities 

Manhattan  —  Topology  of  an  Island 

Environmental  conditions  specific  to  Manhattan  --  Waterways,  Rocks,  Air 
Columns,  Parks,  Rifts 

Manhattan  —  A  Body 

Brain,  nervous  system,  heart,  veins,  cavities,  skin ... 

Manhattan  —  A  Climate 

A  city  composed  of  racial,  cultural,  sexual,  political  micro-climates 

Program:(in  progress) 

Day  I.  Presentations  on  Manhattan  and  individual  presentations 
Presentation  on  the  selected  site(s) 

Special  presentation  on  ECO-TEC  Corsica 
Day  II.  Individual  presentations  and  discussion 
Day  III.  On  site  general  discussion 

This  three  day  event  will  be  documented  through  photographic,  audio  and 
video  media.  A  special  issue  of  REPORTS,  the  international  quarterly  of 
The  Storefront  for  Art  and  Architecture,  will  document  select  portions  of 
the  forum.  As  in  the  past,  extensive  print  coverage  by  specialized  and 
general  interest  media  is  expected. 


Confirmed  panelists: 

Arakawa  &  Madeline  Gins:  artists,  New  York 

Murrey  Bookchin:  author,  'Ecology  of  Freedom1,  Canada 

Pierre  Chaubon:  director,  European  Commission  for  the  environment, 

France 

Mel  Chin:  artist,  New  York 

Manuel  de  Landa:  critic  and  filmmaker,  New  York 

Neil  Denari:  architect,  Los  Angeles 

Future  Systems:  architects,  London 

Jean  Gardner:  author,  'Urban  Wilderness  -  Nature  in  New  York  City', 

New  York 

Gregory  Hodkinson:  engineer,  Ove  Arup  and  Partners,  New  York 
Richard  Kahan:  urban  developer,  Executive  Chairman  of  Riverside  South 
Planning  Corporation,  New  York 

Eric  Kiviat:  ecologist,  Executive  Director  of  HUDSONIA,  Annondale,  N.Y. 
Sanford  Kwinter:  editor,  Zone  Books,  New  York 
Shaun  Lovejoy:  physicist,  Montreal 

Guy  Nordenson:  engineer,  Ove  Arup  and  Partners,  New  York 
Richard  Plunz:  Director  of  Urban  Design  Program,  Columbia  University, 
New  York 

Andrew  Ross:  critic,  New  York 

Tod  Williams  and  Billie  Tsien:  architects,  New  York 
James  Wines:  architect,  New  York 

Advisory  Committee: 

John  Johansen,  architect;  Andrew  Ross,  cultural  critic;  Gregory 
Hodkinson  from  Ove  Arup  and  Partners,  engineers;  Dennis  Dollens, 
editor  and  publisher  of  Sites  Magazine/Lumen  Books;  James  Wines  from 
SITE,  architect. 

Organizing  committee: 

Kyong  Park,  architect  and  director  of  Storefront;  Shirin  Neshat,  artist  and 
co-director  of  Storefront;  Amerigo  Marras,  architect;  Gianfranco 
Mantegna,  critic;  Helen  Nagge,  editor;  Leslie  Sherr,  writer;  Jean- 
Pierre  Vernet,  director  of  I'Association  pour  la  Conservation  du  Patrimoine 
and  Roy  Pelletier,  architect. 

The  first  ECO-TEC  Forum  was  held  in  Morsiglia,  Corsica ,  Sept.  1-7,  1992. 
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1ST  ew  York 
19  9  3 


AT 

Dia  Center  for  the  Arts 

548  West  22nd  Street.  New  York 


Storefront  for  Art  &  -  Architecture  and  Dia  Center  for  the  Arts  present 
THE  SECOND  ECO-TEC  INTERNATIONAL  FORUM  "ECOLOGY  OF  THE  ARTIFICIAL". 

This  two  day  conference  will  continue  an  on-going  exploration  of  the 

RELATIONSHIP  BETWEEN  TWO  OF  THE  MOST  POWERFUL  FORCES  SHAPING  OUR  WORLD 
TODAY:  ECOLOGY,  WHICH  DETERMINES  THE  DURATION  OF  LIVING  EXISTENCE,  AND 
TECHNOLOGY,  WHICH  CREATES  THE  MEANS  OF  HUMAN  EXISTENCE . THE  FORUM  GOAL 
IS  TO  ENCOURAGE  ANEW  SYMBIOSIS  BETWEEN  ECOLOGY  AND  TECHNOLOGY  AS  A 
MEANS  OF  SHAPING  A  MORE  DIVERSE  AND  EQUITABLE  WORLD. 

New  York  in  the  2  Oth  century  has  been  the  city  of  cities  —  a  paradigm 

OF  THE  MODERN  URBAN  CONDITION.  "ECOLOGY  OF  THE  ARTIFICIAL"  WILL  SPECIFI¬ 
CALLY  FOCUS  ON  M  ANHATTAN  AS  AN  ISLAND  YET  DEFINED  BY  AN  EXTREME  SET  OF 
URBAN  CONDITIONS. 

The  CURRENT. CULTURAL  CLIMATE  FORECASTS  THE  EMERGENCE  OF  A  NEW  CITY,  ONE 
WHICH  ASKS  ITS  INHABITANTS  TO  TRANSFORM  PROBLEMATIC  CONDITIONS  —  DECAY¬ 
ING  INFRASTRUCTURES,  INADEQUATE  WASTE  DISPOSAL,  AN  EXCESS  OF  NON-RENEW¬ 
ABLE  RESOURCES,  A  DISENFRANCHISED  ETHNIC  POPULATION  AND  GENERAL  NEGLECT  - 
-  INTO  RENEWABLE  ASSETS.  As  THE  MILLENNIUM  APPROACHES,  THE  NEED  TO  ANA¬ 
LYZE  THE  COMPLEX  REALITIES  OF  OUR  URBAN  CONTEXT  AND  ENCOURAGE  PROPOSALS 
WHICH  ADDRESS  ITS  SPECIFIC  NEEDS  IS  MORE  RELEVANT  THAN  EVER.  IN  RESPONSE, 

"Ecology  of  the  Artificial"  will  address  these  needs  within  the  context  of 
a  multi-layered,  man-made  environment  composed  of  tangible  built 

FORMS,  DIVERSE  TECHNOLOGIES,  AND  LAYERS  OF  CULTURAL,  THEORETICAL  DIS¬ 
COURSE.  Presentations  and  follow-up  discussions  will  focus  on  potential¬ 
ly  new  models  of  cross-disciplinary  collaboration  for  innovative,  eco- 

LOGICALLY -SOUND  SOLUTIONS  AND  INFORMED  CRITIQUES  CONCERNED  WITH  THE  SUS¬ 
TAINABLE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  ANEW  URBAN  LANDSCAPE. 

Specific  urban  sites  which  merit  critical  appraisal  will  be  considered 

EMPHASIZING  THE  APPROPRIATE  APPLICATION  OF  INNOVATIVE  TECHNOLOGIES .  THE 
CITY  AS  AN  EVOLVING,  LIVING  ORGANISM- OR  ECOLOGY-  WILL  ALSO  BE  CONSID¬ 
ERED. 


ORGANIZING  COMMITTEE 

Amerigo  Marras 
Helen  Nagge 
Shirin  Neshat 
Kyong  Park 
Gianfranco  Mantegna 
Leslie  Sherr 

Storefront 

Karen  Kelly 

Dia  Center  for  the  Arts 


ECO-TEC  New  York:  Ecology  of  the  Artificial  has  been  made  possible,  in 
part,  by  the  Planning  and  Preservation  Fund  of  the  Open  Space  Institute 
with  the  Support  of  the  J.  M.  Kaplan  Fund.  Public  programs  at  Dia  Center 
for  the  Arts  are  supported,  in  part,  by  a  generous  grant  from  the  Lila 
Acheson  Wallace  Theater  Fund  at  Community  Funds,  Inc. 


) 


Saturday  April  24 


) 


12  I?  M 

Introduction 

Perre  Chaubon 

Commissioner  of  the  Environment  of  France 

12:30  PM 

Panel  One 

MANHATTAN:  THE  BUILT  ENVIRONMENT 
Establishing  a  set  of  new  priorities,  forms,  and  methods  of  building 

James  Wics 

principal  of  SITE  architects 

Ecology  as  a  Social  M  ovement  . 

M  ANHATTAN  AS  THE  H  YPERBOLI Z  AT  I  ON  OF  ECOLOGICAL  M  ISTAKES  . 

Built  Structures  as  Filtering  Zones  for  Environmental  Information. 

Mahadev  Raman 

mechanical  engineer,  Ove  Amp  and  Partners 

The  City  Organism: 

Consideration  of  the  city  as  a  multi-cellular  organism  with  individual  districts 

AS  ORGANS,  BUILDINGS  AS  ORGANELLES, INFRASTRUCTURE  AS  CIRCULATION  SYSTEMS  AND 

THE  POPULACE  AS  S EM I -AUTONOMOUS  CELLS. 

Too  Williams  and  Bui  Tsen 

architects 

Vacant  Lots  and  Empty  Roofs 

Richard  Kahan 

executive  chairman  of  Riverside  South  Planning  Corporation 

Urban  Problems  and  Their  Linkage  with  the  Global  Environment  and 
Issues  Relating  to  Questions  of  Environmental  Justice. 

3:30  IBM 

Panel  Two 
TOPOLOGY  OF  AN  ISLAND 
Environmental,  urban  conditions  specific  to  Manhattan: 

Waterways.  Rocks,  Air  Columns,  Parks,  Rifts. 

JeanGardur 

author  of  Urban  Wilderness  -  Nature  in  New  York  City 

New  York  C ity  as  Part  of  the  Earth  Commun i  t  y  : 

A  Model  for  M  ore  Sustainable  Cities. 

ErkKmat 

ecologist,  director  and  co-founder  of  Budsonia  Ltd.,  Bard  College  Field  Station 

New  York:  A  Wetland  C ity 

TRe  altered  landscape  and  its  affect  on  inland  and  coastal  trade  routes, 
fisheries,  storm  surges  and  coastal  erosion,  land  subsidence,  yellow  fever, 

RAT  INFESTATIONS  AND  THE  REVOLUTIONARY  W  AR. 

Paul  Mamoewicz 

director  of  The  Gaia  Institute 

Richard  Plunz 

director  of  Urban  Design  Program,  Columbia  University 

TYie  Social  Ecology  of  De- Densification 

TRe  PATHOLOGY  OF  DECENTRALIZATION  AND  DE- DENS  I  FI  CATION  IN  N  E  W  YORK  C  ITY  ; 
SOCIAL  CONSEQUENCES  OF  THE  EROSION  OF  TRADITIONAL  URBANISM  AND 
THE  EMERGING  "SUB-URBANISM"  OF  THE  PERIPHERAL  INNER  CITY. 


Sunday  April  25 


1  2  IP  M 

Panel  Three 

MANHATTAN:  A  CLIMATE 

The  city  composed  of  racial,  cultural,  sexual,  and  political  micro-dimates 


Shaun  Lovejoy 

physicist,  McGill  University  or  Montreal 

Symmetries  and  Scale  Invariance  :  Fr  o  m  art  to  the  W  eather  ,  and  Back  Again 
By  providing  a  unified  model  and  description  of  the  dynamics  of  the  large  and  small,  scale 

INVARIANCE  SYMMETRIES  CAN  TRANSFORM  OUR  UNDERSTANDING  OF  MANY  OF  THE  CHAOTIC  AND 


TURBULENT  SYSTEMS  FOUND  IN  NATURE . 

AnxewRoss 

cultural  critic  and  author  of  Strange  Weather 

W  ho  You  Gonna  Call?:  Desocialization  and  Psychic  Slime  in  Gotham  City 
Focusing  on  the  recent  W  orld  Trade  Center  bombing,  this  paper  tells  a  story 


ABOUT  THE  RELATIONSHIP  OF  URBAN  RENEWAL  TO  THE  RESTRUCTURING  OF  GLOBAL  CAPITAL  . 


Cun  Katz 

geographer,  environmental  psychologist,  co-editor  of  Full  Circles:  Geographies  of  Women  Cve: 

Course 


;he  life 


Retreat  From  The  City: 

The  Grounds  of  Production,  Virtual  Communities  and  Everyday  Life  New  York  City  is  a 

TRANSFIGURED  GROUND  FOR  PRODUCTION  AND  REPRODUCTION.  THIS  WORK  LOOKS  AT  THE  TRANSFIG¬ 
URED  GROUND  AS  A  SITE  FOR  GROWING  UP  AND  ADDRESSES  THE  CONSEQUENCES  FOR  YOUNG  PEOPLE  OF 
DISINTEGRATING  OPTIONS  FOR  MEANINGFUL  WORK,  DISINVESTMENT  IN  PUBLIC  SPACE  AND  THE 
GROWING  IMPORTANCE  OF  CYBERSPACE  AND  VIRTUAL  COMMUNITIES 


Mel  Chin 

artist 

"I  SEE  (..THE  INSURGENT  MECHANICS  OF  INFECTION.)" 


3:30  R  M 

Panel  Four 

THE  ARTIFICIAL  BODY:  TECHNOLOGY 

Articulation  and  dynamics  of  the  city  m  a  living  body,  from  theory  of  chaos  to  Eco-Tcchnology 


Mark  Dery 


author  of  Cyberculture:  Road  Wat 


ricrs.  Console  Cowboys  and 
1994. 


te  Silicon  Underground,  to  be  published  ii 


Cyborging  the  Body  Politic 

The  body  as  a  permeable  membrane ;  cyberculture  Is  loathing  for  the  feminine, 

CODED  AS  FLESH,  AND  AN  ABIDING  OBSESSION  WITH  THE  MASCULINIST,  MACHINE  AGE 
"HARDBODY";  THE  ORIGINS  OF  SUCH  NARRATIVES,  THEIR  EFFECTS,  AND  THEIR  LITERAL  REALIZATION 

Nel  Denari 

architect 

Ergonomics  :  The  Duplicitous  Skin  of  Comfort 
The  Ergonomic  City,  through  the  artificial  molding  of  space  (Plasmic  Space) 

HAS  BEEN  BASED  ON  THE  SIMULTANEOUS  PLEASURI ZATION  AND  DEGRADATION  OF  THE  GROUND. 

This  talk  investigates  the  use  of  industrial  design,  from  object  to  city,  as  it 

QUESTIONS  OUR  DESIRE  FOR  COMFORT  IN  THE  DOMESTICATED  FIELD  OF  NATURE. 

Mark  Wight 

architect,  author 

Recycling  Recycling 

The  political,  philosophical  and  architectural  fallout  from  certain  intersections 

BETWEEN  ECOLOGICAL  THOUGHT  AND  THAT  TRAJECTORY  OF  ARCHITECTURAL  DISCOURSE  THAT  HAS 

RELENTLESSLY  tracked  the  architecture  of  prosthetic  technology  for  almost  half  a  century 

Manuel  De  Landa 

film-maker  and  author  of  War  in  the  Age  of  Intelligent  Machines 

The  Non-Linear  Development  of  Cities  :An  analysis  of  urban  centers  including  the 

CONSIDERATION  OF  THE  THEORY  OF  CHAOS  AS  APPLIED  TO  URBAN  DEVELOPMENT. 


BOOK  LIST  FOR  DIA,  March,  1993 
Allen,  Peter.  1 983. "Cities  and  Regions  as  non-linear  Decision 

_ Centers".  West  View  Press,  American  Assoc,  for  the 

Advancement  of  Science,  Boulder,  Colorado 

Barlow,  Elizabeth.  1971.  "Forests  and  wetlands  of  New  York  City". 

Little,  brown  and  Company,  Boston, 

Bookchin,  Murray,  1991.  "The  Ecology  of  Freedom".  Black  Rose 
Books,  New  York. 

Bookchin,  Murray.  "Remaking  Society".  South  End  Press,  Boston. 
Commission  for  Racial  Justice.  1987.  "Toxic  Wastes  and  Race  in 
_  United  Church  of  Christ,  N.  Y. 

Daly,  Herman  E.  &  John  B.  Cobb  Jr.  1989.  "For  the  Common  Good: 
_ Redirecting  the  Economy  Toward  Community,  the  Environment. 

_ and  a  Sustainable  Future".  Beacon  Press,  Boston. 

De  Landa,  Manuel.  1991.  "War  in  the  Age  of  Intelligent  Machines". 
Zone  Books,  N.Y. 

Finlayson,  Max  &  Michael  Moser,  eds.  1991.  "Wetlands."  Facts  On 
File,  Oxford,  U.K. 

Gardner,  Jean.  1988.  "Urban  Wilderness:  Nature  in  New  York  City". 
Earth  Environmental  Group,  N.Y. 

Gleick,  James.  1987.  "Chaos:  Making  a  New  Science".  Viking,  New 
York. 

Goldstein,  Eric  A.  &  Mark  A.  Izeman.  1990.  "The  New  York. 

Enviromnmental  Book".  Island  Press,  Washington  D.C.. 

Gore,  Al,  1993,  "Earth  in  the  Balance".  Plume  Books,  New  York. 
Jacobs,  Jane. ---"Cities  and  the  Wealth  of  Nations".  Random  House, 
New  York 

Kiviat,  Erik.  1991.  "Wetland  Human  Ecology".  Ph.D  thesis,  Union 
Institute,  Cincinnati,  OH. 

McKibben,  John.  1989.  "The  End  of  Nature".  Random  House,  New 
York. 

Maltby,  Edward.  1986.  "Waterlogged  Wealth:  Why  Waste  the 

_ World's  Wet  Places",  Earthscan,  Washington,  D.C. 

Mitsch,  William  J.  &  James  G.  Gosselink,  1986.  "Wetlands".  Van 
Nostrand  Reinhold,  N.Y.. 

Oelschlaeger,  Max.  1991.  "The  Idea  of  Wilderness:  from  Prehistory 
to  the  Age  of  Ecology",  Yale  University  Press,  New  Haven. 

Ross,  Andrew.  1991.  "Strange  Weather:  Culture.  Science  & 

_ Technology  in  the  Age  of  Limits".  Verso  Publisher,  N.Y., 

Ross,  Andrew,  co-editor.  1991.  "Technoculture". 

Wilson,  Alexander.  1992. "The  Culture  of  Nature".  Blackwell, 
Cambridge. 
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International  Forum 


The  E.coiogy  of  the  Artificial 

New  York  in  the  20th  century  has  been 
the  city  of  cities  —  a  paradigm  of  the 
modern  urban  condition.  ECO-TEC 
New  York,  the  second  ECO-TEC 
International  Forum  organized  by  The 
Storefront  for  Art  and  Architecture,  will 
explore  the  relationship  between  two 
of  the  most  powerful  forces  shaping 
our  world:  ecology,  which  determines 
the  duration  of  living  existence,  and 
technology,  which  creates  its  means. 
Special  focus  will  be  on  Manhattan  as 
an  island.  The  forum's  goal  is  to 
encourage  a  new  symbiosis  between 
ecology  and  technology  as  a  means  of 
shaping  a  more  diverse  and  equitable 
world.  ECO-TEC  New  York  will  bring 
together  a  unique  interdisciplinary 
group  of  architects,  artists,  designers, 
scientists,  urban  planners,  developers, 
and  social  critics. 

A  project  in  collaboration  with  Dia  Art  Center  -  New  York 
and  the  Universite  de  Corse  -  France. 


97  Kenmare  Street.  New  York.  NY.  10012.  U.S.A.  Tel:  212.431.5795  Fax:  212.431.5755 


The  current  cultural  climate  forecasts  the  emergence  of  a 
new  city,  one  which  asks  its  inhabitants  to  transform 
problematic  conditions  —  decaying  infrastructures, 
inadequate  waste  disposal,  an  excess  of  non-renewable 
resources,  a  disenfranchised  ethnic  population  and 
general  neglect  —  into  renewable  assets. 

As  the  millenium  approaches,  the  need  to  analyze  the 
complex  realities  of  our  urban  context  and  encourage 
proposals  which  address  its  specific  needs  is  more 
relevant  than  ever.  In  response,  ECO-TEC  New  York  will 
address  these  needs  within  the  context  of  the  artificial  — 
a  multi-layered  environment  composed  of  built 
stratifications,  diverse  technologies,  and  theoretical 
discourse.  Presentations  and  follow-up  discussions  will 
focus  on  potential  new  models.  Special  attention  will  be 
paid  to  cross-disciplinary  collaboration  for  innovative, 
ecologically-sound  proposals  and  critiques  concerned 
with  the  sustainable  development  of  a  new  urban 
landscape. 

One  method  for  structuring  the  discourse  is  to  consider 
specific  urban  sites  which  merit  critical  appraisal  with  a 
responsibility  to  the  appropriate  application  of  innovative 
technologies.  Another  method  is  to  consider  the  city  as  a 
living  organism  and  as  an  ecology.  We  suggest : 

Manhattan  —  The  Built  and  the  Unbuilt 
Establishing  a  set  of  new  priorities 
Manhattan  --  Topology  of  an  Island 

Environmental  conditions  specific  to  Manhattan  -  Waterways ,  Rocks ,  Air 
Columns ,  Parks ,  Rifts 
Manhattan  —  A  Body 

Brain,  nervous  system,  heart,  veins,  cavities,  skin ... 

Manhattan  —  A  Climate 

A  city  composed  of  racial,  cultural,  sexual,  political  micro-climates 
Program:(in  progress) 

Day  I.  Presentations  on  Manhattan  and  individual  presentations 
Presentation  on  the  selected  site(s) 

Special  presentation  on  ECO-TEC  Corsica 
Day  II.  Individual  presentations  and  discussion 
Day  III.  On  site  general  discussion 

This  three  day  event  will  be  documented  through  photographic,  audio  and 
video  media.  A  special  issue  of  REPORTS,  the  international  quarterly  of 
The  Storefront  for  Art  and  Architecture,  will  document  select  portions  of 
the  forum.  As  in  the  past,  extensive  print  coverage  by  specialized  and 
general  interest  media  is  expected. 


Confirmed  panelists: 


Murrey  Bookchin:  author,  'Ecology  of  Freedom',  Canada 

Pierre  Chaubon:  director,  European  Commission  for  the  environment, 

France 

Mel  Chin:  artist,  New  York 

Manuel  de  Landa:  critic  and  filmmaker,  New  York 

Neil  Denari:  architect,  Los  Angeles 

Future  Systems:  architects,  London 

Jean  Gardner:  author,  'Urban  Wilderness  -  Nature  in  New  York  City', 

New  York 

Gregory  Hodkinson:  engineer,  Ove  Arup  and  Partners,  New  York 
Richard  Kahan:  urban  developer,  Executive  Chairman  of  Riverside  South 
Planning  Corporation,  New  York 

Eric  Kiviat:  ecologist,  Executive  Director  of  HUDSON  I  A,  Annondale,  N.Y. 
Sanford  Kwinter:  editor,  Zone  Books,  New  York 
Shaun  Lovejoy:  physicist,  Montreal 

Guy  Nordenson:  engineer,  Ove  Arup  and  Partners,  New  York 
Richard  Plunz:  Director  of  Urban  Design  Program,  Columbia  University, 
New  York 

Andrew  Ross:  critic,  New  York 

Tod  Williams  and  Billie  Tsien:  architects,  New  York 

James  Wines:  architect,  New  York 

Advisory  Committee: 

John  Johansen,  architect;  Andrew  Ross,  cultural  critic;  Gregory 
Hodkinson  from  Ove  Arup  and  Partners,  engineers;  Dennis  Dollens, 
editor  and  publisher  of  Sites  Magazine/Lumen  Books;  James  Wines  from 
SITE,  architect. 

Organizing  committee: 

Kyong  Park,  architect  and  director  of  Storefront;  Shirin  Neshat,  artist  and 
co-director  of  Storefront;  Amerigo  Marras,  architect;  Gianfranco 
Mantegna,  critic;  Helen  Nagge,  editor;  Leslie  Sherr,  writer;  Jean- 
Pierre  Vernet,  director  of  I'Association  pour  la  Conservation  du  Patrimoine 
and  Roy  Pelletier,  architect. 

The  first  ECO-TEC  Forum  was  held  in  Morsiglia,  Corsica ,  Sept  1-7,  1992. 


MURRAY  BOOKCHIN,  writer 
PIERRE  CHAUBON,  director 
European  Commission  for  the  Environment 
MEL  CHIN,  artist 
MANUEL  DE  LANDA,  writer,  filmmaker 
NEIL  DENARI,  architect 
FUTURE  SYSTEMS,  architects 
JEAN  GARDNER,  writer 
RICHARD  KAHAN,  urban  developer 
ERIK  KIVIAT,  writer 
SANFORD  KWINTER,  writer 
SHAUN  LOVEJOY,  physicist 
MAHADEV  RAMAN,  engineer 
RICHARD  PLUNZ,  urban  planner 
ANDREW  ROSS,  writer 
MARK  WIGLEY,  writer 
TOD  WILLIAMS,  BILLIE  TSIEN,  architects 
JAMES  WINES,  architect 


Sat  April  24  12-6  pm  /  Sun  April  25  12-6  pm 
admission  $10  each  day  /  no  reservations 
Dia  Center  for  the  Arts  /  548  West  22nd  Street  /  New  York  City 
for  more  information  please  call  212  /  431  5795 


Dia  Center  for  the  Arts  and 
Storefront  for  Art  and  Architecture  present 


ECO-TEC  NEW  YORK  INTERNATIONAL  FORUM:  THE  ECOLOGY  OF  THE  ARTIFICIAL 


This  project  has  been  made  possible,  in  part,  by  the  Planning  and  the  Preservation  Fund  of  the  Open  Space  Institute  with  the  Support  of  J.M.  Kaplan  Fund.  Programs  of  Storefront  for  Art  and  Architecture  are  supported,  in  part,  by  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts  and  the  New 
York  State  Council  on  the  Arts,  with  additional  support  from  the  LEF  Foundation,  and  The  Andy  Warhol  Foundation  for  the  Visual  Arts,  Inc.  Public  programs  at  Dia  are  supported,  in  part,  by  a  generous  grant  from  the  Lila  Acheson  Wallace  Theatre  Fund  at  Community  Funds,  Inc. 


ECO- TEC  International  Forum  II 


"Ecology  of  the  Artificial" 
New  York  -  1993 


STOREFRONT  FOR  ART  &  ARCHITECTURE 


ECO-TEC  Symposium  at  Dia 


Mel  Chin  making  his  presentation  through  the  scope  of  rifle  Lett  to  right  Cindi  Katz.  Andrew  Ross,  Shaun  Loveioy.  Kyong  Park,  Mel  Chin 

(Photo  Gianfranco  Mantegna) 


The  Second  International  Eco-Tec 
Forum 

Eco-Tec  New  York:  The  Ecology 
of  the  Artificial 

Storefront  for  Art  &  Architecture  and 
Oia  Center  for  the  Arts 
548  West  22nd  Street 
April  24  and  25, 1993 

"Ecology  of  the  Artificial,"  a  two-day 
conference  held  at  the  Dia  Center  for 
the  Arts  in  Chelsea  in  April,  brought 
together  architects,  ecologists, 
scientists,  developers,  cultural 
theorists  and  others  concerned  with 
the  future  of  New  York  City.  The 
gathering  was  the  second 
international  forum  organized  by  the 
Storefront  for  Art  and  Architecture. 
The  first,  held  in  Corsica  last  year, 
addressed  environmental  problems  in 
the  European  Community;  a  third, 
combined  with  workshops  instigating 
long-term  projects,  will  be  held  in 
Corsica  in  June  1993  and  will  focus  on 
the  island  itself. 

Amerigo  Marras  introduced 
"Ecology  of  the  Artificial”  by  asking 
that  participants  "not  distort  the 
relations  between  built  and  unbuilt" 
as  has  much  "misanthropic" 
ecological  thinking.  As  the  forum 
proceeded,  various  speakers 
questioned  the  boundary  between 
artificial  and  natural.  Yet  most 
concurred  that  New  York  City's  poor 
integration  of  natural  and  man-made 
has  resulted  in  an  increasingly 
unlivable  environment.  Architect 
James  Wines  described  the  city's 
containment  of  nature:  even  Central 
Park  functions  as  a  "large  potted 
plant."  Jean  Gardner  showed  forests, 
rocky  shores  and  beaches  in  Brooklyn 
and  the  Bronx  to  point  out  that  nature 
persists  under  and  around  the  city's 
built  environment. 

Manhattan  is  not  a  discrete  entity 
but  rather  as  part  of  the  larger 
bioregion  that  determines,  among 
other  things,  the  city's  water  supply. 
Filmmaker  and  author  Manuel  de 
Landa  argued  compellingly  that  cities 
throughout  history  have  never  been 
self-sustaining:  rather,  they  exhaust 
their  internal  resources  and  become 
parasitic  on  the  surrounding  areas  for 
agriculture,  labor  and,  increasingly, 
capital.  New  York's  economic  and 
social  decline  results  from  its 
evolution  from  a  city  of  small 
businesses  and  manufacturers  to  one 
reliant  on  the  larger  forces  of  global 
capital.  A  city's  survival,  he  argued, 
depends  on  a  balance  of  indigenous 
"self-regulating”  and  remote 
"command-and-control"  operations. 

Andrew  Ross  argued  that  the 
transition  from  working-class  to 


white-collar  city  did  not  occur 
"naturally,"  according  to  the  old 
Darwinian  model  of  internal 
competition,  but  through  government 
intervention  on  behalf  of  corporations. 
The  true  "resident  alien"  in  the  World 
Trade  Center  bombing  was  not  the 
terrorist  but  the  WTC  itself — an 
architectural  monstrosity  whose 
function  has  little  relation  to  the 
reality  of  the  city  below.  The  influx  of 
yuppies  into  formerly  "undesirable" 
neighborhoods  has  in  turn  changed 
the  complexion  of  Manhattan. 
Defenses  against  vague  urban  threats 
may  turn  New  York  into  an  "incarceral 
city,"  Ross  argued.  Each  successive 
"crisis,"  from  Crown  Heights  to  the 
WTC  bombing,  motivates  what  Mike 
Davis  refers  to  as  the  "ecology  of 
fear." 

Meanwhile,  on  the  fringes  of 
Manhattan  lie  the  tragic  by-products 
of  these  changes.  Richard  Plunz, 
director  of  the  Urban  Design  Program 
at  Columbia,  presented  a  sobering 
visual  record  of  "deurbanization"  in 
the  boroughs  surrounding  Manhattan: 
blocks  of  abandoned  buildings. 
Compounding  the  problem  is 
"environmental  racism."  The  not-in- 
my-backyard  syndrome  has  meant 
that  sewage  plants,  toxic  waste 
dumps  and  homeless  shelters  are 
relegated  to  poorer  areas. 

How  can  designers  ameliorate 
such  problems?  So  far,  architecture's 
track  record  has  been  weak.  Gardner 
criticized  the  use  of  skyscrapers  for 
corporate  PR;  AT&T  deserted  its 
Philip  Johnson  tower  within  a  decade, 
when  the  midtown  base  proved 
economically  unviable.  Ross  called 
the  World  Trade  towers  an 
"ecological  disaster"  that  the  bomb 
reduced  to  "an  inertial  state  of 
intelligence."  Plunz  showed  the 
misguided  planning  of  the  city's  outer 
boroughs  over  the  past  generation. 
Richard  Kahan  expressed  outrage 
that  the  designers  of  the  South  Bronx 
police  academy  understood  "context" 
solely  in  terms  of  style  and  ignored 
the  backdrop  of  poverty  and  social 
conflict. 

Ecologist  Erik  Kiviat  pointed  out 
that  "past  civilizations  have  not 
necessarily  been  in  synch  with  their 
environments.  Often  they  didn’t  have 
the  technology  or  knowledge  to  live 
well  there  and  did  do  damage."  Yet 
our  hard-won  sophistication  has 
brought  us  no  closer  to  workable 
solutions.  Gardner  described  the 
Croxton  Collaborative's  "green" 
design  for  the  Audubon  Society 
headquarters — an  admirable  model 
yet  one  that  hardly  meshes  with  the 
dominant  forces  shaping  the  design 


and  construction  industries  today. 
Meanwhile,  architectural  theorist 
Mark  Wigley  scrutinized  the 
totalitarian  undercurrent  of  earlier 
utopian  models,  the  implicit  coercion 
of  universalizing  phrases  as  "family  of 
man." 

Architect  Neil  Denari's  design  for 
a  New  York  interior  proposed 
"denying  the  box"  and  creating  a 
"plasmic  condition"  where 
transparent  architecture  evokes 
connection  with  the  rest  of  the 
"informational  city."  A  precedent 
surfaced  in  Wigley's  presentation  of 
schemes  by  futurists  John  McHale 
and  Buckminster  Fuller  that  reduce 
the  home  to  a  "dwelling  services 
package,"  "a  homebase  in  a 
network." 

Artist  Mel  Chin  described  a 
strategy  of  intervention  similar  to  that 
of  a  "sniper"  or  a  "virus."  Chin 
endorsed  the  survival  of  free  thought 
through  "insertion  into  closed 
systems."  He  spoke  while  peering 
through  the  viewfinder  of  a  rifle, 
posing  as  witness  while  taking  aim. 
Other  panelists  described  the  social 
system  as  permeable  to  such 
invasions,  rent  by  cracks  and  fissures 
that  provide  points  of  entry. 

New  York  City  emerged  from  the 
forum  as  one  node  in  multiple,  at 
times  overlapping  political,  social, 
economic  and  ecological  systems. 
Recent  technology  sees  the  individual 
body  as  no  more  self-contained. 
Author  Mark  Dery's  rangy  analysis  of 
self-inflicted  body  morphs  and  body 
sculpture,  silicon  breast  implants  and 
artificial  prostheses,  cyborgs  and  VR 
sex  illustrated  that  "the  body’s 
membrane  is  torn  beyond  repair." 

How  can  we  see  a  city  as  a  whole? 

Instead,  speakers  advocated 
individual  intervention,  not  motivated 
by  self-interest.  Yet  opinion  varied  on 
the  power  and  influence  of  those 
present  to  effect  change.  Chin 
commented  that  our  country's 
"inadequate  cultural  budget  makes 
access  to  the  facts  difficult." 

Others  disputed  whether  "we"  are 
in  fact  a  "we."  Ross  questioned  the 
potential  for  consensus  when  no  two 
people  can  truly  agree,  a  view 
evidenced  in  the  unspectacular 
results  of  the  1992  Rio  conference  on 
the  environment  and  the  subsequent 
government  paralysis.  Meanwhile, 
Wigley  warned  that  "collective" 
thinking  can  easily  lead  to  repression 
of  dissenting  views.  The  open 
question  at  the  close  of  the  forum  was 
how  we  can  and  whether  we  should 
seek  consensus  on  how  to  take  action 
in  New  York — whether  the  future 
holds  islands  or  bridges. 

Lois  E.  Nesbitt 


Ellerbe  Beckel/Michael  fieldman  and  Partners  New  York  City 
Police  Training  Academy.  The  Bronx,  1993  Model 


ARTISTS  OF  OUR  TIME: 

A  SERIES  OF  PORTRAITS 

An  On-Going  Series 
by  Michael  Blackwood 

A  Presentation  ol  WNYC  Channel  31 

Thursdays  at  8:00  pm 

July  1  through  September  30, 1993 

This  unique  on-going  film  series  on  important 
developments  in  international  contemporary  art  is 
being  presented  as  a  public  service  by  Michael 
Blackwood  Productions  It  will  be  broadcast  on  WNYC 
Channel  31  Thursdays  during  prime  time  throughout 
the  summer  The  series  traces  some  of  the  individuals 
and  movements  of  the  avant-garde  that  have  shaped 
artistic  innovation  in  this  century,  through  profiles  of 
influential  artists,  and  interviews  with  their 
colleagues,  critics  and  historians  These  programs 
were  coproduced  with  various  European  television 
networks  such  as  the  BBC  and  German  Television. 

Broadcast  Schedule: 

July  1:  Philip  Guston  A  Life  Lived 
July  8:  Robert  Rauschenberg  Retrospective  and 
Robert  Motherwell:  Rafael  Alberti's  “A  la  Pintura" 
July  15:  Andy  Warhol  and  Ezra  Pound's  "Canto" 

July  22:  Claes  Oldenburg 

July  29:  Roy  Lichtenstein 

August  5:  George  Segal 

August  12:  Sam  Francis 

August  19:  A  New  Spirit  in  Painting:  Six  Artists 

of  the  1980s 

August  26:  Francis  Bacon 

September  2:  Mind  Over  Matter:  Six  Conceptual 

Artists  at  the  Whitney  Museum 

September  9:  After  Modernism:  The  Dilemma 

of  Influence 

September  16:  Kisho  Kurokawa  From  Metabolism 
to  Symbiosis 


Kisho  Kurokawa. 

NEW  YORK  CITY  POLICE  TRAINING  ACADEMY 

Not  since  the  1910  design  for  the 
Municipal  Building  by  McKim,  Mead  & 
White  has  the  City  of  New  York  held  a 
competition  for  a  major  public  building.  In 
June  of  1992,  after  many  years  of  delay, 
Mayor  David  Dinkins  gave  approval  for  a 
competition  for  the  New  York  City  Police 
Training  Academy  to  be  erected  in  the 
South  Bronx.  This  election-year  gesture 
toward  the  tattered  and  turbulent  area 
Bronx  was  clearly  calculated. 

The  winning  scheme,  by  Ellerbe  Becket 
and  Michael  Fieldman  &  Partners,  drew 
the  attention  of  the  city  administration  and 
citizens.  Kenneth  Knuckles,  commissioner 
of  the  Department  of  General  Services, 
and  his  staff  attended  a  presentation/ 
debate  sponsored  by  the  Architectural 
League,  the  Buell  Center  for  the  Study  of 
American  Architecture  and  the  Municipal 
Art  Society  in  the  School’s  Wood 
Auditorium  April  16.  This  event  brought 
the  "academic  body"  into  contact  with  the 
"bureaucratic  body"  as  Ware  Professor 
Kenneth  Frampton  moderated  discussion 
among  project  design  principal  Peter  Pran, 
Michael  Fieldman  and  politically  savvy 
Richard  Kahan,  president  of  the  Urban 
Assembly  and  chairman  of  the  Bronx 
Center  Project. 

Timothy  Johnson  (M.S.  Advanced 
Architectural  Design,  1992)  is  project 
designer  at  Ellerbe  Becket. 


AMERICAN  ARCHITECTURAL  FOUNDATION.  Jeffrey 
Becom  Architectural  Journeys,  For  the  Colors," 
through  6/30  AIA  Headquarters  Building,  1735  New 
York  Ave ,  NW,  Washingion.  DC 

ARCHITECTURAL  LEAGUE  OF  NEW  YORK.  "New  York  City 
Police  Training  Facility,”  co-sponsored  with  the 
Municipal  Art  Society  and  the  Buell  Center  for  the 
Study  of  American  Architecture,  through  6/9  “Young 
Architects  Forum  1993;  ’12,'”  through  6/11.  Urban 
Center  Galleries,  457  Madison  Ave 

ART  WSTTTUTE  OF  CHICAGO.  The  Moscow  Avant- 
Garde  in  Architecture:  1955-1991,"  through  8/15. 
"Constructing  the  Fair:  Photographs  of  the  World's 
Columbian  Exposition  by  C.  D  Arnold,"  through  7/4 
"Chicago  Architecture  and  Design,  1923-1993 
Reconfiguration  of  an  American  Metropolis."  6/12- 
8/29.  Michigan  Ave.  at  Adams  St..  IL. 

CANADIAN  CENTRE  FOR  ARCHITECTURE.  "Civic  Visions. 
World's  Fairs,"  through  8/1  "Eadweard  Muybridge 
and  the  Photographic  Panorama  of  San  Francisco 
1850-1880,"  through  7/25.  "An  Architectural  Odyssey 
The  Travel  Sketches  of  Louis  I.  Kahn,"  through  8/29 
"Exploring  Rome:  Piranesi  and  His  Contemporaries," 
8/17-1/2/94  "The  Festival  of  the  Chmea:  Temporary 
Architecture  in  Eighteenth-Century  Rome,"  8/17- 
1/2/94  1920,  rue  Baile,  Montreal.  Quebec 

COOPBHffwm  MUSEUM.  "Mechanical  Brides: 

Women  and  Machines  from  Home  to  Office,"  8/17- 
1/2/94.  Lectures:  Alternative  Architectures,"  four 
Mondays  beginning  5/10, 6  30  pm,  lecturers  include 
Karen  Bausman,  Leslie  Gill  and  Ham  Rashid. 

Admission  charge  for  some  events;  for  further 
information  call  (21 2)  860-6321  2  East  91  st  St 

COOPER  UNION.  '134th  Annual  Student  Art  & 
Architecture  Exhibition,"  5/24-6/15.  The  Foundation 
Building,  7th  St  and  Third  Ave. 

ELYSIUM  ART8.  "George  Kumhiro.  Floating  Tea 
House,"  through  8/20.  28  East  78th  St. 

GUND  HALL  GALliRY.  'Transforming  the 
Common/Place  The  Work  of  Laurie  Olin,”  through 
6/4  "Commencement  Show:  Work  of  Graduating 
GSD  Students,"  6/7—7/16  GSD.  48  Quincy  Street. 
Cambridge,  MA. 

MAX  PR0TETCH  GALLHIY.  "Siah  Armajam:  Streets, 
through  6/12  560  Broadway 

METROPOLITAN  MUSEUM  OF  ART.  "The  Waking  Dream 

Photography's  First  Century."  through  7/4  82nd  St 
and  Fifth  Avenue. 

MICHAEL  INGBAR  GALLERY  OF  ARCHITECTURAL  ART. 

"Nocturnal  Sites  New  York  City  at  Night."  6/5-8/28 
568  Broadway 

NATIONAL  BUILDING  MUSEUM.  "Architects  in  the 

Making  Perspectives  from  Four  Schools,"  through 
6/20  401  F  St..  NW.  Washington.  DC 

NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  ARCHITECTURAL  BIUCATION. 

"The  Architect  and  the  Phntnoraph,"  photographs  by 
Jose  Antonio  Coderch.  Charles  Eames  and  Giuseppe 
Pagano,  through  6/25.  30  West  22nd  Si 

P.S.  1  MUSEUM.  "Parallax  View  New  York-K6ln," 
curated  by  Damela  Salvioni,  through  6/9  "Magdalena 
Abakanowicz  War  Games.”  through  6/20  46-01  21st 
St.,  Long  Island  City,  NY 

RONALD  FELDMAN  FINE  ARTS.  "Terry  Fox  A  Table  of 
Simple  Sounds,"  through  6/12  31  Mercer  St 

STORffRONT  FOR  ART  AND  ARCHITECTURE. 

“Discontinuous  Spaces:  Four  Projects  by  Smith-Miller 
♦  Hawkmson  Architects."  through  6/8  97 
Kenmare  St. 


L 


Smith-Miller  ♦  Hawkmson  Architects: 
House  (or  a  Neurobiologisi,  Baling  Hollow.  New  York,  1993 
Wire  frame  computer  drawing/gopher  view  east 


